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A Visit to Poland

[The Polish gliding centre at Besmiechova, near the
rpathian mountains, has been already described i
s journal by M. Lutosigwski, but hitherio no one
me this country has ever heen there. This year, at
“suggestion of Count rolejemsk:, who woas wirniting

London Gliding Club, three members of the clu
nt to fake a courie of instruchion in Poland at thes
re, and the enjoyable time they hod 1z described by
« of them in the following article. ]
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HE deepening darkness as we crossed the frontier,
i the strangeness of our new travelling com-
panions, and their vociferous, unintelligible

ech, all combined to make us feel a long, long way
n England. Finding ourselves in a densely packed
way carriage with a conductor of threatening military
earance howling unintelligible invective at us, this
ing increased. However, the Polish occupants of
carriage howled back at him, full bore, producing
indescribable uproar. We discovered afterwards
> they were taking our part against the conductor,
» wanted us to pay extra fare for travelling on the
ag line. This solicitude on our behalf, we found,
just typical of the country in which we three
don Gliding Club Ridge Ranpers were rather
ucly hoping to spend a gliding holiday. The rest
hat night was spent on a station waiting-room table
ne unpronounceable), and by 5.30 a.m. the authori-
had found a gliding pilot to accompany us to Lesko.
shared with us his breakfast chicken, but spoke no
tlish, so we were still in suspense as to what we
ald find ar the Gliding Club—probably a couple of
gerous DacLines and a putrefying PrOriNG., At
_moment, however, came the vision—training
ihines on every hill . . . thousands of 'em! Gosh!
sketches and signs we learned that this was the
tary gliding camp, where later we were delightfully
ertained as their first English visitors. The num-
= of both training machines and secondary machines

= run into hundreds, and the weeding operations
ngst aspiring power pilots savethousands of pounds
Elitmm;l'tlmg the more expensive power crashes.

ﬁiﬁ_r;unﬂn:m removed the weariness produced by
Feight hours' continuous travel, and we actually
J}‘i:-d ll‘lf: Crazy cross-country run from the Wild
st ?mh-m{ to Bezmichova. Five muorderous miles
‘which a Iji.?-hi& tank would have frowned), and our
eedingly primitive cart brought us within sight of
ﬂfll’lg_sl:hml. We saw a glorious white club house
mounting seven hundred feet of very presentable
s= possessing every possible gliding requisite and
[power wires, Barefooted boys staggered up the
 with our luggnge. One glance at the hangars and
Jmm that we had reached the Right Place. The
;Flﬁgﬁ!hpfl'lﬁggt;h}fr guestionnaire of admittance was com.
%gmd by the language difficulty, but assisted by
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demonstrations and words like “‘cracksa™ apgd
“chiminey"’ (thermal) which speak for themselves, the
ompicted. Then the armm dosctioer

who, inCidentally, must be present whenever ghding is

forms were duls
ta]—:in:.’; place, examined us, and the ceremony was T
plete. Remembering the difficulty of this first meeting,
it is remarkable that in three or four dayvs we could -:J:}::-
verse easily (i Enghish, of course) with at least four
people, and we soon knew r:rE:l":-'hrL.d} well

One expects gliding folk all over the world to be
Good Eggs, but it is dillicult to describe the charm and
good-fellowship we found in Poland. From the
Director and Chief Instructor downwards they did
everything possible to help us, and when good condi-
tions were rare no one showed the least resentment at a
i;unch of forcigners Iuring' givun all sorts of advantages.
No one stays at Bezmiehova for less than a ||::|'[||TE!|1
(almost evervone in !-'.'t_'H-rEgI..L]:HE:d Poland has a [ﬂllﬁ{;hlh
holiday), so it i1s ecasy to divide the forty or fifts
residents into groups, each under one :‘|’|‘.~[|!|‘L_l"tg;ar‘ lfﬂlrsf
15 expected to follow his instructions imphicitly—not
to leave the group cven for meals without his permis-
sion, and to have very special permission beflore -’-xr:.-r.’.ei:-_;
the club.

One pulls at least five times after flving, and
instructor decides chall Ay
faster, farther, nearer, anid
for the
extremely

The club is fortunate in ?I;‘i"rir'.:__: one of Poland's net-
work of well-equipped meteorologneal stations on the
premises so that flying weather can be predicted. When
this happens the Director orders all pilots to bed at
9 p.m. (so they said - salr may be required !}, and all
out on the “Start"” at 4 a.m. Dunstable people,
}LtEEﬂd.’ We actually were carrving machines out at
this hour—only twelve, because conditions were not
yvet good.
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slower, large ground signals

SUPET IO this works

cloud-hoppers. Al

well withoul becoming too martial

A Komma' silplane being prepared for a lasnch from tha morth

slopa al Besmiechovs. tha Polish gliding cenire. This s the mesl

fmthiﬁiuﬂnlun at the school: it has & span of B0 leei, &

hizhly loaded and vory efficient, and most of tha " Silver ¢ sertifi
calos in Paland have been obtained an the type
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An "50C 3" type sailplane flying in Poland. It s & Fullcantileaver
eabin machine of &0 [t span,

A covered waggon containing large quantities of
parachutes, barographs and sorbe-cushions came out
from the incredibly neat and well-equipped stores, and
Aying was in full swing by 4.50 a.m. When there is a
normal possibility of flying one retires at 10 p.m. and
flying begins at 6.30 a.m.

In light winds this ridge is possibly inferior to
Dunstable’s insignihcant but clearly defined outline,
but in good winds. . .! And the thermals! Thev make
one’s pants tickle. We were told that in September
they sometimes have regular thermal lift all alongz the
rndge 1o a haight of three thousand feet. The steep
northern slope is jomed by a patchwork of fields stretch-
g to nfinity, and there is an ill-defined field about a
mile away for pomary landings. Legend has it that
a “B" pilot who funked his turns once landed in a
straight line five miles away.

The south side has three slopes with short connect-
ing fats and all sailplanes make uphill down-wind
landings, wsually on the top slope (C). The knowing
say that in winds of forty to fifty miles per hour one
should choose the sheltered “*A'" slope, and be careful
not to be blown in a semi-stalled condition clean over
the top of the ridge.

ﬂ,t’ir a member of a club transport committee I was
particularly pleased with their transport arrangements ;
about ten pairs of horses with trailers attended by
peasints, the cost of which | believe to be about nine-
pence per hour each. The horseé§ are weedy looking,
but they seem absolutely tireless. y
- Should you ever need stimulation, watch an open

HIKA soaring over the tree-lOps—amazi sight.
Brave men have flown for five hours in thmngzﬁﬁﬁn
type machines (box struts everywhere), and, with a

cabin cover’* added, twenty-five miles across country.

A tight circle thrown by a learner with a perilously
'‘ndividual view of the forest leaves is a good sight, too.
We flew Cosuas, awfully nice machines covered with
;:‘;:m and always -Eﬂl'l’j‘ﬂ'i a parachute and a

SALAMANDERS, bright orange, like their reptile name-
sakes (the last word in ﬁm:-:ﬁ:d l&e-um; 1;;;} are also
to be found at thousands of feet. A ‘

‘1’_‘_’"’“ are five or six limousine machines of various types
v:ll:h enormous spans and performances which compare
uvourably with those found in Germany. As an inter-
m&e::gn et :ROGA, which has a Comma

intermediate, ﬁng;iéﬁnzhmn [0 SAL Ihs rcera Uy

hered by the Comma's

-

span, but the handling and feel of the
si::llilnr and it soars reasonably well. A

‘raining is carried out rather ingeniously in #n o
machine which is suspended on a ball joint m
fixed to the upper tail strut above the C.G. If the
wind is high this stationary machine contruls ne .
Otherwise instructors on the wing tip and tail follow
the pilot’s movements.

One thlng' 15 rather i;uu-ﬂﬁnﬂr: all the real g’E'.I'.l.l.'!-‘“
machines are fitted with electrie lights for night fiving,
and apparently they do quite a lot. (Record by Mr.
Dyragalla: 22 hours.) As in Germany, theory is taken
very seriously and the club walls are papered with maps,
charts and graphs.

[t is rumoured that next year a water tank or a net
15 to be used for practising parachute jumps with only
the hﬂmﬂss attached. B}" the way, can you beat this
for coolness? On a day when the ““chimineys' were
good an army pilot entered n cloud with a Comuma,
Finding his air speed at zero he wanged the “'k-nepel’
(stick) forwards and executed a very rapid bunt, for
which the Comma is not designed. *Cracksa” wing !
In this condition the hero on board carefully removed
the instrument board and hnrﬂgrﬂph hetfore dupﬁﬂing
by parachute, bringing them down safely!

During our stav, Collins and | became members of
the Beggar's Club. This consists of pilots who, on a
windless day, have flown for ten minutes searching in
vain for thermals at a very low altitude over the trees.
Its badge 1s a Polish barograph seal.

On a bad day we were watching the struggle care-
fully and one pilot did appear occasionally to gain a
little. '‘K-nepel thermic™ quoth the instroctor.

Now don't imagine we all marched back semi-haloed
with “'Silver C's.”” We had our ambitions, but we
also had the usual gliding weather. Sull, it was a
pleasure just to be there. The Casino, or restaurant
(rather; less than the name implies), was the scene of
some very cheery parties, and Box upheld his country's
name in the Anglia-Polske contests of American
billiards.

'Tis said that Collins could handle a pretty stoup of
Viodka with the cheery instructors. They are normally
in strict training but occasionally broke out in search of
internal “'chimineys.'' They gave us a party which
really was “‘some party’’ (pronounced American). It
even brought the police to the club next day!

The Polish food has the colour variety of a kaleido-
scope, and they deal with enormpus quantities, all serv-
in_gg; being on the scale of the [our-egg ﬂ-melﬁﬂt._ We
doubled our consumption in four days, but still we
lagged behind. Some dishes had to be swallowed
quickly with closed eyes, but it was all very good. We
spon learnt to like black bread, and when the “‘anything
once’’ spirit failed we could always fall back on €
boiled for ten minutes fthe club is pretty high up
stable and unchanging.

We were mrry% to leave Poland and, entre
nows, the intrepid mn.;ld.mxlm F:tfr responsible.
They are intrepid and rming, too.

What a pi!';gt is Mmﬁﬂ with such an agreeable
atmosphere should be so far away. However, con-
tinental railways are better than one 18 lﬂdﬂrbﬂi ‘.*:;ﬂt
and we are strongly hoping to meet some of our
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