
A Visit to Poland 

[Thr Potiih fłijing crnlre dt Besmiechwa. rttar thc 
rpjifuan tnountititu. has f^^t tihrady dtttrtibłd MJ 

utritil by Af. Lutoiło-irstri* but hit berto no one 
hit country hal cvcr beert thtrr. Tkii yeart al 

smft&fian cf Covnł GaUiemsk£t whc WUJ trtfiting 
n (liidmj; Ctubr thrcc members oj ihe ctub 

ni lo take a cmirsf o/ itisf-tctton iu Poland uf this 
•trc. tutti thr £njvytfbU time tkty hrnl ii d*<cribcd ty 

Ihetn in tht foiloTBing artictt. ] <->! 

"*HE rtccrpcuiii},1 dnrkness as we Crossed tht frontiet. 

P t lit slr:mgcness of our new truvcl1irij; corti-
panioriB, nnd their vocjferous, uuituellig-iblc 

ech. a [I combincd to make us fecl a Eon£, long waj 
n England, Finding ourselves in n denscly packed 
way carTuigr wilh a tondTidorof lhrefti<*ning mjhtary 
cnraiut bowling unintclligible invedive at ust this 
ing- iiurrca^cd, HDWCTCT, the PoILsh oceupants of 
camage houled badł at himr fuli bore1 prodtidng 
indescribable uproar. Wr discovered aftemards 
: they w w laldnę our part again^ the conductor. 
» wanted tli to pny txtra farę for travel!in£ on the 
flg- bne, This soicritydc CHI our behalf. u? found. 

just typka) of tht country in w hi eh we threc 
don Glidmg Oub Ridge Rangers were rather 
udy hopin^ to spend a gliding holiday. The rest 
bat night w l i spent on a statton waiting-room table 
ne tmprDnounttabfe), and by E.3G a,m. iht authort-
had found a tfliding pilot to accompany us to Lesko, 
shared with us bij breakfastchteken, bul <fKtke IM 
Mish, *o wt were stfll in suspensę a* lo w hut we 
iki fi ud « thfi Glidin^ Club—probably a touple of 
geroua DĄOUKOS and a putrerying rHCKLmc, At 

moment, l inwem, came tiie vision—trairinf 
:hinefl on cv ery hi! I . > . thousands of 'cm I Gosh ! 
aketchefl ftnd si^ns we leamed thnt ihh was Ihe 
tary g]\t\\n£ cntup, where later we wtrtr dcliffhtfulW 
?riaincd a* ihcir Rrsl Knglish visitors. Thc num-
i crf Iwth tntnłng- michinei Eind secondnrv mnehines 

run into bnndttd*, and ihr wecditip^ptrations 
?npt a*pir5nj; port c r pil ols save thousamU i>f |*aljnd? 
riitmnatin^ ihc mon cKptn5ivc powrr cra^bci. 
"his efci-jTcmtnł rrmnved ihe weariness produc<d by 
_v-ciglu houri' awtinuous travd, and we tcttttUf 
>yed iht <my e«>s*<ountxx' run Irotn the Wild 
st&fttioa to B^michora. FITC murderoi^ mlles 
whieh a lJ^ht lanfc wodd h&vC frcnvned|. aî d our 
ttdinch primitivc cart brought us rviihin sight of 
flju H>I. We M H a glorious white dub hou« 

moutung >rxrn huntlred foet of ^c.v iir^tntalłle 
je p o s s o s , ^ C V c r ; pmSib]e ^liding *req>site a n d 
Power w i r e S . Iłircrooted boys sta&ffered t.p ihe 
wnh our Itiggag*. One glance al d ł c hanirars and 
kneiv tbm lVc hud rea^h^d the RiBht Place The 
lewhnt Icnethy tfuctlinutairt of udmlttóncc wn«coo> 

by thr UMffiiagD difficulty, but njisiited by 

decnonstraiions and words like '■cnekła"' a-
"chiminry" (ihrrrnalj which speak for thrm>clves, the 
forms n-crt duły ^implcted. Then rhr army doctor 
wbo, iocidrntall> f must be present ivhcne>cr ^łrdtng U 
tak ing pJatt, ciamined us, and the ceftmony w*s com. 
picie. RcitiemSerjrt^ ihe dii&culiy oł thii fifat meeting. 
it is remarkabtr. (hal in thrte or four days \ic i:ouJd con-
verse easlly (in En^hsh, of cnurse) wiih at lt*&t fottr 
peopk, and we soon knew everybody wdL 

One eapecis gliding folk all over the wgrJd n> be 
Good Eggs, but it is drflkult to de^cribt the charm and 
grjod-felLowship we found Ln Poland. Frfjm ihe 
Director iind Chief Instructor clownward?* they did 
everything po^iblc to help usT and when goud condi-
tioos weru mrc no one showed tht leafit resenlment aL a 
bunch of f4.irti(fntrs bcing givtn al] sOrts of advanta^es. 
No one slays al Bt>:tniehova for less than a FortnigliT 
(almost <?veryone in wcll-rcg-ulaled Poland hus u inonth*i 
holidayt, M> łt is tasy to djvide tht forty or G[u 
residents into groups, each under one instrudor. One 
it espected tO folio w his instruttions intphdtK—not 
to lcave the ^roup tvro for meals nilhout hi* perrais-
sion, aad to hait vrry specia] permi&sifln befort leav 
the dub. 

One pulls at leasi UTC timeś after ftyinp* and 
initructor decide!k « h o shalł Ry. Hr hiii signals fi 
fast*r> s łowu, farthtr, aearcrT and large ground si^n. 
for the superior djotid-hopperc. .\U thî t w 
euremely well n-rthout hecom ing too inarl 

Tht dub is foriunate in having- one of Foland*s 
work of wd!-cquipf>fft metcorologieal Mations on the 
p remis es so ihar flyin^: treather can be prtdieted. ^Vhe« 
this happens ihe Director orders all ptlots to bed at 
3 p.m. (so they satd ; salt may be recjulred T). and at 
out on the ".Start ■ at 4 a.'m. Dumtnble peopli 
uttend '. \\\: jutnully were carrymg uiachincs out at 
this hoiir—on]y Uvelvet bccause conditions were not 
vel gfood. 

tl«tw .1 &H4t l K h* tw. th- faliah lUdin« 4n l r B . Th i . H Ihł łn*rt 
' ™ , y ™ , J » B ł J "*«*Un» B t tb* *±Ml- i i h u m. ,p« n „i AM ftrt, (■ 
bEcklf lifi+i M J i m wHi^„t, a n d a u ł 4 f ib« ■Slłt*f C " ■łfUfl' 

U | M !■ Pałuid „ , , , bMa abainad » |h* lTpn. 



Decem her, I93fi The Sailptant 

An "S-C J " ITP" u i l p U u fl»in| iti Pallad. It ■• 4 f*U-**ialtt*T»r 
cłbin mitbine of lid ft. ■pan 

A covertd wag/gon containing large ąuantities of 
panicrmtcs, bnrographs und sorho-cushions camct out 
froni lhe incrcdiWy neat and well-etuńppcd stores, and 
llying WM i" fuli swinga by 4.'At\ a,m. When [herc Is a 
normal possiljiliiy of flying one retircs m 30 p.m. and 
tlying begins ai G*30 a.m* 

]n light winds this ridge is possibly inferior tn 
L>un>t.itł]r"N tnsignincam but, < learly dełined outline, 
but ia good urinds. . -1 And the ihennah ! They makt 
oae's pants tickic. We utre toW th.ii tn September 
they sometitnes have reguła r ihcrmal lift aII along the 
jidge to a height of threc thousand feet. The steep 
northero slope is jomed by a fMt.. hwork of field* Mrtich-
mjr (O mfinin. and there is an ilUdcfincd fieJd about a 
mile away for primary landing^. Legend has h thai 
a ''U'* pik»t who funked his Łunu once landed m a 
ttraight linc five miles away. 

The souih side ha* three slopcf with short eoanect-
ing flats and al i sailplanes make uphill down-wind 
Lamlings, usualty on the top stopę (C). The knowtng 
sa> ih:it in winds or forty tu fifty miles per hour one 
shCKild choose the sheltered " A h slopc, and be careful 
not to be blawn in a semUstnllcd condition clean over 
itic top of the ridge. 

As a mcm ber of a dub transport committec I was 
particulnrly plcased with Lheir linnspori arrangementa; 
about ten pairs of horsta willi trailers attended by 
peasants, the cost of whieh I beijeve to be about nine-
pence per hour eack The horses are wcćdv looking, 
but they secrt! absolutely lireless. 

Sbould utu evcr need sitmulation. watch an open 
CHIKA soaring ovcr the trce~tó|U—amazing stght. 
Brave mm have flrmn for five hours in these ZÓGLING 
IJP* machinę* fbojc struts evrjywhcre)1 andF with a 

ewun contr*' zdded. twen^-n^e^ilcs jeross country. 
A right cireJe thrcjivn bv A lrinwr wjih a perilouiU 

m^Hte ł l vicw of ih* fonśt kave# U a good sight. too". 
w e B«v CoiutAs^ awfully m<x eaachine^ covCfcd vith 
insirumciits and aJi*^V5 carr ine n parach ule and a 
barograph. 

SALJMAKIJCT^ bright orMnK. lifcf ihetr reptile name-
>ak« (the last uocd in Nacdled ZtetAKO type) arr also 
lu be found u ihuusanfls ot fect. A/ter the five COHIIAS 
incre are fivV or siat Umoustnc: maflhines of various tvpes 
wim enormou* spans and portr^mantc^ ^hich cumpait 
favourabl> with thosc found in liermany. As an rnter-
mcaiate mtiehme they tuc n SL HOCA, whiî h has :i COMSIA 
iu.u!,ap- „ ,1 CrttitA {Dpen) wingł, sfi ihat ii ia literaJK 
intcrmtdiatv. One i5 not ihcn buUlrujd by the CUMMA'S 

: 

spiin, but the handbng and feel of the mathind i 
siniilar ind it soars ftasonahly wdl. 

TfAining Is can-ied out rather in^cnicmsly in an open 
machinę wtafcłi is suspended on fl bal! joint atladunent 
fiiced to the upper inił stmt ab<ive the C.G+ If ihe 
wind is high thts stationar} ma<-hłnc contmls norma1lv. 
Othcn^ise instrurtors im tht wing tip and taił foliom 
lhe pilot't movementŁ 

One thing is rąiher interesting; alt tbe rtal gents* 
młchineai are fiited with electric lights for ntghi ftying, 
and upparuntly they do quite n lot. {Kccord by Wr< 
Dyntgalla : -2-> houf*. i Aa in Gcrmanj, iheorv is iaker* 
very Mriously antl the club walk are papered with maps, 
Charta and graphs. 

IT is nirnourcd that next year a water tank or a net 
is to be uscd for pratztislng pamchute jumps with only 
the hamess atfached. By the wayt can yr>u beat this 
lor eoolnuss? On a day when thfi "rhiinincys" wtre 
jfood an firmy pilot cnterttd n clOUd with a CÓHUA, 
Flndlllg his alr speed at xcro lic wanged the "k-ncpel" 
(stkk) forwjirds and extcut£d a vcrv rapid bunt, I 
whidi lhe COMMA is not designed, "Cr^cksa" wing 
In (his conditiun the hero on boartł earefully rcmoved 
■lir- instrument board and harograph before departin 
by parachule, brin|fing them down sufely! 

During otir stay% CaUins and I became members 
the Bcggar"s Club. This confisU of pilota iv ho, on 
uindless da>\ have fioł™ for ten minutes seanching 
vain for thermals ?i a very tow aliitude over the trees 
l is badge is ;i Poliati barograph scal. 

On a bad day we were \taich~tng lhe ^truggle ca/e-
fully and one pilot did appear occasiunaMy to gain a 
titde- "K-ncpet ihermic" quoth the insiructor. 

N<wv don "t imagine we all m.irrhcd back Eemi-hatocd 
with "Silver Cs .* ' We had our ambilions, but we 
aJso had the usttal gbding wcather. SttU, it ivas a 
pleasure fuit to be there. The Casino, or restauran 
(rathen less than the name impliesK was the scenę o 
^ome very cheery parties, and Bo* upheld his country* 
nanu' i n ttie Anglia-Polske contests of American 
Iłilliards, 

'Tis sald that Collins coitkt handle o pretty stoup o 
Vodka with the cheery instructors^ They are norttialL; 
ii i st rił.-t training but occasionully hioke out in scarth ó 
i niemal "cliimineys." Tliey gave us a party whiol 
really was |Lsomfr party" (prOnOunced American)* I 
even brought the police to the club ncKt day ! 

The Polish food ]ias tJjt colo u r v ariety of a kaleido-
Hi:opet and they dest with onni tnous ąuantities^ aJl serv-
ings being on the wralc of ihe four-egg omeJclie. 
diniMcd our consunipTłon in four days. but stdl we 
l-iggcd behind. Some dishe* had to be swallow« 
c;utckły with tloscd eycst but ii wjas all very good- We 
sooa learnt to like Wack bread, and when ihe "anylhing 
onc« , , spirit failed we OOuM alway* fali back on cggs 
boiled for ten minutes (ihe club is pretty hiB'n UPH 
-.tabte and unehanging. 

We were sorn indeed to leave Tnland and, entr* 
nutu, lhe intrtpid bird-wonien wrfi? partb resnonsibk 
They u « intfepid and wry charniuig, too. 

Whłt a pity *t is that a school with »uch an agreeaWe 
atmoaphefe should be so far -iway. Howewer, eon-
itnental railways are oett^r (han <p"̂  i* led to bebeye, 
nul we are stróngly hoping to mtei » m c of our 1'nlish 
rńend* one dav in En^land. To all ul them we say 
"Thank you very much for nur very ple«s^nt holiday/ 

\iAitft\ liuCKNKU., 
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